
 
 

Madison Park Development Corporation 
Since its beginning in 1966, MPDC has worked to create and expand economic opportunities for low and 
moderate income people.  It was founded by community activists struggling to save the neighborhood of 
Lower Roxbury by opposing urban renewal and the extension of the I-95 expressway.  After entire 
blocks of homes were razed, the expressway was to run through several Boston neighborhoods leaving 
devastated communities in its path.  This didn’t happen, due to the grassroots activism and the cross-
neighborhood cooperation that grew in opposition.  After the loss of blocks and blocks of homes, 
activists stopped the project, and formed Madison Park Development Corporation in order to amass 
community leverage and re-build.  MPDC became one of the country’s first community-based, resident-
led organizations to develop affordable housing.  During the decades that followed, MPDC became a 
model for resident participation in community and cultural economic development.   
 

Mission Statement 
Our mission today remains true to our history – to develop and preserve quality, mixed-income housing 
in Roxbury, and to promote the renaissance of Dudley Square as a thriving neighborhood business 
district, recognized as a center of commerce and culture that anchors the economic revitalization of 
Roxbury. 
 

Programs 
 

Affordable Housing and Real Estate 
As of August 2014, MPDC has developed 1293 units of affordable housing in Roxbury’s Dudley Square, 
Lower Roxbury, Fort Hill, the South End and Mattapan, with an additional 31 at Dudley Greenville 
Building B to become occupied by the end of the summer.  This housing provides homes for over 3000 
people.  Our communities are designed to foster economic diversity in Roxbury.  MPDC has also 
developed commercial properties including the historic Hibernian Hall and is now building the new 
home for the family-run Tropical Foods Supermarket. 
 

Community Action 
MPDC’s community building and organizing department promotes grassroots leadership, youth 
development, public safety, civic engagement and health equity and wellness. Its organizing committee 
is comprised of resident leaders who recommend areas of focus for the Community Action team to 
implement.  We have a close relationship with the Boston Public Health Commission.  The RoxVote 
Coalition provides voter education and mobilization and gets out the vote in Roxbury.  MPDC trains and 
coordinates the work of 6-8 Block Captains who are part of our violence prevention/intervention 
program and trains and coordinates the work of 11 peer health leaders at several MPDC properties.  
During the year, 50 Roxbury young people find meaningful employment, develop job readiness skills 
and receive leadership training.  Our Health  Equity and Wellness initiative offers a subsidized 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program, three large resident-led community gardens, weekly 
summer farm stands and health and fitness programs.  Our college scholarship program is an annual 
opportunity for Roxbury young people to secure meaningful and affordable access to higher education. 
 

Arts and Culture 
Hibernian Hall is “Your Home for the Arts in the Heart of Boston”.  Our historic ballroom was built 100 
years ago and served as an Irish social club, then as home to job training programs for Roxbury 
residents.  In 2005 its beautiful performing space was restored by MPDC as a community arts center 
and Hibernian Hall now presents high quality, affordable theater, dance and music for the benefit of 
Great Boston audiences, ensuring affordable access to the arts for low income communities and 
supporting artists and arts ensembles of color to increase their visibility and expand audiences for their 
work. 
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